
James 2:7-12
7 Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for
the land to yield its valuable crop, and how patient he is for the autumn and spring
rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9
Don’t grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is
standing at the door!

10 Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we consider blessed those
who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen
what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

12 Above all, my brothers, do not swear - not by heaven or by earth or by anything
else. Let your “yes” be “yes” and your “no”, “no”, or you will be condemned.

‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 

has passed away.”  He who was seated on the throne said,
“I am making everything new!” 

Revelation 21:4-5

Living in light of the Lord’s Return
James 5:7-12

A SERIES ON THE BOOK OF JAMES

“The man who refuses to forgive,
destroys the bridge over which 
he himself must cross”

George Herbert  1593-1633
Poet and Priest



LIVING IN LIGHT OF THE LORD’S RETURN  James 5:7-12
Jesus’ return:  (Acts 1:10-11; Mt 24:40-42; 2 Pet 3:13; Rev 21:4-5)

v.7 Be patient, then, brothers, until ____________________________________
Character qualities (from this passage) on how we should live in light of Jesus’ return:

1. ______________________________________
v.7-8

Example:

2. ______________________________________
v.9

Why shouldn’t we ‘grumble’ against others? (2 Cor 5:10)

3. ______________________________________
v.10-11
Example of Elijah:

Example of Jeremiah:

Example of Job (Job 13:15)

4. ______________________________________
v.12

Mt 12:36

The King is coming.  Are you ready?            

How then will you live?

1. How aware are you of Jesus coming back?  Would you say that it is important
to your everyday life?  

2. Read Acts 1:10-11; Mt 24:40-42; 2 Pet 3:13; Rev 21:4-5.  What do you see in
common in these passages? Assuming that you believe this to be true, how
would you say that we are to live in light of His return?

3. Read James 5:7-8.  James gives four character qualities that should be pres-
ent in a person who is waiting for the Lord’s return.  The first is that we
should have a long term outlook on life.   James uses the example of a
farmer.  How would a long term outlook change the way you view life?

4.  In verse 9, James tells us not to grumble against one another.  What reason
does James give?  (Also read 2 Cor 5:10).  Explain.

5. In verses 10-11 James talks about persevering through trials.  He uses the
examples of prophets, and Job.  What reasons does James give us for being
able to persevere?

How does God’s compassion and mercy apply?

6. Verse 12 says, “Above all...”  Why do you think this is so important?  

As Christians we have the Spirit of Truth within us.  God wants us to live a
life that is characterised by truth.  What would it mean in your life to make a
commitment to truth - not just telling the truth, but to live the truth in every 
aspect of your life?

7. Are you ready for Jesus to come back?  How will you live in the meantime?


